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International Conference Sept. 1-3, 2008

St. Anne’s College, Oxford University

Building Resilience: Responses to a Turbulent World

Guidelines for submission of papers

All academic paper submissions will go through a blind review process.  All submissions should be prepared in Word (version 1998 or higher), using the template provided for the conference on the UKSS Website (http://www.ukss.org.uk/). Please note that any full academic papers not conforming to this template will be returned for reformatting. 

Submission of a paper constitutes agreement that if that paper is accepted for presentation, at least one of the authors will register to attend the conference. In the event of non-registration, acceptance will be revoked and the paper removed from the conference proceedings.
You are invited to submit a proposal for a contribution. This could take the form of:

· Full academic paper (approx. 7,000 words)

· Practitioner paper giving an account of a practical application of systems ideas (up to 2,000 words)
· Abstract for a poster display (200 words). You need not submit the actual poster, please bring it to the conference. Chosen abstracts will appear in the conference proceedings.
· A proposal for a workshop – please give as much detail as possible about the topic and the proposed format. 
Using the template provided on the Website, you will need to provide full contact details for the lead author and give an indication of whether the paper is to be considered as a full academic paper (for double blind peer review) or as a practitioner paper. If you wish the paper to be considered as a student paper, you need to indicate this on the front page of the template. To be considered as a student paper, the submission must have been single authored by the student. You should write in clear and concise English. Spelling should follow the Oxford English Dictionary. Authors whose native language is not English are encouraged to have their text proofread by a native English copy editor before submission.
It is anticipated that many practitioner papers will take the form of case notes or case studies. These should be to a maximum of 2,000 words. Relevant diagrams and/or practical examples should accompany accepted case studies. Practitioner papers with formal client endorsement or participation are especially welcome. Please submit documents in using MS-Word, using the template provided on the website if a short paper is being submitted. Alternatively, it is possible to submit just an abstract (formatted in accordance with the template) accompanied by a set of PowerPoint slides for a presentation).
For academic papers, you should write an abstract of up to 100 words, which outlines the purpose, scope and conclusions of the paper. It is important that the abstract should be clear and understandable to those for whom English is not the native language. The abstract should explain why the paper is an important contribution to a particular aspect of research in systems thinking or practice.  You will also need to provide key words. Although all papers submitted for publication will be considered, papers must be less than 10,000 words, including all diagrams, tables and references. Please ensure that there is a conclusion section. 
Please ensure that references are complete, i.e. that they include, where relevant, author’s name, paper or book title, volume and issue number, publisher, date and page reference. Referencing should follow the Harvard APA convention.
The following is a checklist for your paper:
· Have you told readers, at the outset, what they might gain by reading your paper? 
· Have you made the aim of your work clear? 

· Have you explained the significance of your contribution? 

· Have you set your work in the appropriate context by giving sufficient background (including a complete set of relevant references) to your work? 

· Have you addressed the question of practicality and usefulness? 

· Have you identified future developments that may result from your work? 

· Have you structured your paper in a clear and logical fashion?

· Have you related your topic to the conference theme and systems thinking ideas? 
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