The Emerging Consensusin
Social Systems Theory

y
Kenneth C. Bausch

Ken Bausch’s book will become the bible in social systems theory. It
offers the most complete overview of the systems literature, and it is a

wonderful book for students and others seeking references on the subject.
Louis Jacques Filion
Maclean Hunter Professor of Entrepreneurship
HEC, The University of Montreal Business School

In The Emerging Consensus of Social Systems Theory Bausch summarizes
the works of over 30 major systemic theorists. He then goes on to show the
converging areas of consensus among these out-standing thinkers.

Bausch categorizes the social aspects of current systemic thinking as falling
into five broadly thematic areas: designing social systems, the structure of
the social world, communication, cognition and epistemology.

These five areas are foundational for a theoretic and practical systemic
synthesis. They were topics of contention in a historic debate between
Habermas and Luhmann in the early 1970’s. They continue to be
contentious topics within the study of social philosophy.

Since the 1970’s, systemic thinking has taken great strides in the areas of
mathematics, physics, biology, psychology, and sociology. This book
presents a spectrum of those theoretical advances. It synthesizes what
various strains of contemporary systems science have to say about social
processes and assesses the quality of the resulting integrated explanations.

Bausch gives a detailed study of the works of many present-day systems
theorists, both in general terms, and with regard to social processes. He
then creates and validates integrated representations of their thoughts with
respect to his own thematic classifications. He provides a background of
systemic thinking from an historical context, as well as detailed studies

This book presents a coherent, dynamic model of a self-organizing world.
It proposes a creative and ethical method of decision-making and design.
It makes explicit the relations between structure and process in the realms
of knowledge and being. The new methodology that evolves in this book
allows us to deal with enormous complexity, and to relate ideas so as to
draw out previously unsuspected conclusions and syntheses. Therein lies
the elegance and utility of this model
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This book does not produce a metanarrative for our postmodern age. It does, however, reveal the terrain
upon which such a narrative will run. The narrative will not be ethnocentric like the past metanarratives
of feudal Christianity, Western superiority, and scientific enlightenment. This metanarrative will portray
how things come to be, maintain themselves, and change. It will provide a general understanding of how
we move into an uncertain future. To a surprising extent, this narrative will capture outstanding elements

of the archetypal myths while providing a dynamic context for rapid decision-making.
From the Foreword by
Bela H. Banathy Ed.D
President, International Systems Institute
and
Alexander Christakis
President, CWA Ltd

Ken Bausch presents a masterful synthesis of social theory in a systemic framework. The breadth and
depth of his understanding of social theory and systemic theory is impressive ... The choices are
straightforward: invest a few years trolling the philosophy, sociology and systemic theory sections in the

library; or read the coherent perspective offered in The Emerging Consensusin Social Systems Theory.
David Ing
IBM Advanced Business Institute

In the course of 40 years of inquiry into the human condition, Ken Bausch has delved intensively into
philosophy, orthodox theology, Eastern religions, social and political ideology, psychology, sociology,
and systems theory. As he immersed himself in the works of Habermas, Luhmann, and about 30 other
major systemic thinkers, he found a diversity of viewpoints, languages, and methodologies, but not much
intercommunication. By adapting the methodology of Interactive Management, Bausch synthesized the
thoughts of these thinkers in five areas: the practice and ethics of design, the structure of the social world,
communication, cognition, and epistemology. The Emerging Consensus in Social Systems Theory gives
an extensive account of this important work.
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